Old Diary L eaves
Chapter |

First Meeting Of The Founders

Sincel amto tdl the sory of the birth in progress of the Theosophica Society, | must begin at
the beginning, and tell how itstwo foundersfirst met. It was avery prosaic Incident: | sad
"Permettez moi, Madame, and gave her alight for her cigarette; our acquaintance began in
smoke, but it stirred up agreat and permanent fire. The circumstances which brought us
together were peculiar, as| shdl presently explain. The facts of been partly published before,

One day, in the month of July, 1874, | was Stting in my law office thinking over a heavy casein
which | had been retained by the Corporation of the City of New Y ork, when it occurred to me
that for years | had paid no attention to the Spiritudist Movement. | do not know what
asociation of ideas made my mind pass from the mechanical congtruction of water metersto
Modern Spiritudism, but, at dl the events, | went around the corner to a dedler's and bought a
copy of the Banner Of Light. Init | read an account of certain incredible phenomena, viz., the
solidification of phantom forms, which were said to be occurring a afarmhouse in the township
of Chittenden, in the state of Vermont, several hundred miles distant from New York. | saw at
oncetha, if it were true that visitors could see, even touch and converse with, decessed
relatives who had found means to reconstruct their bodies and clothing so as to be temporarily
solid, visble, and tangible, this was the most important fact in modern physicad science. |
determined to go and see for mysdlf. | did so, found the story true, stopped three or four days,
and then returned to New York. | wrote an account of my observationsto The New York
Sun, which was copied pretty much throughout the whole world, so grave and interesting were
thefacts. A proposa was then made to me by the editor of The New York Daily Graphic to
return to Chittenden in itsinterest, accompanied by an artist to sketch under my orders, and to
make a thorough investigation of the affair. The matter so deeply interested me that | made the
necessary digposition of office engagements, and on September 17th was back at the "Eddy
Homestead, " asit was cdled from the name of the family who owned and occupied it. |
stopped in that house of mystery, surrounded by phantoms and having daily experiences of the
most extraordinary character, for about twelve weeks--if my memory servesme. Meanwhile,
twice aweek there gppeared in The Daily Graphic my letters about the "Eddy Ghodts, " each
oneillustrated with sketches of spectres actudly seen by the artist, Mr. Kappes, and mysdlf, as
well as by every one of the persons--sometimes as many as forty--present in the "seance-room.
" It was the publication of these |etters which drew Madame Blavatsky to Chittenden, and so
brought us together.

| remember our first day's acquaintance asiif it were yesterday; besides which, | have recorded
the main factsin my book (People From The Other World, pages. 293 et seg). It was asunny



day and even the gloomy old farmhouse looked chearful. It tands amid alovely landscape, ina
valey bounded by grassy dopes that rise into mountains covered to their very crests with leafy
groves. Thisisthetime of the" Indian Summer, " when the whole country is covered with a
fant bluish haze, like that which has given the™ Nilgiri " mountains their name, and the foliage of
the beeches, e ms, and maples, touched by early frosts, has been turned from green into a
mottling of gold and crimson that gives the landscape the appearance of being hung al over with
royd tgpestries. One must go to Americato see this autumnd splendour initsfull perfection.

The dinner hour a Eddie's was noon, and it was from the entrance door of the bare and
comfortless dining room that Kappes and | first saw H.P.B. She had arrived shortly before
noon with a French Canadian lady, and they were at table aswe entered. My eye wasfirst
attracted by a scarlet Garibadian shirt the former wore, asin vivid contrast with the dull colors
around. Her hair was then athick blond mop, worn shorter than the shoulders, and it stood out
from her head, silken-soft and crinkled to the roots, like the fleece of a Cotswold ewe. This
and the red shirt were what struck my attention before | took in the picture of her features. It
was a massive Camuck face, contragting in its suggestion of power, culture, and imperiousness,
and strangdy with the commonplace visages about the room as her red garment did with the
gray and white tones of the walls and woodwork and the dull costumes of the rest of the guests.
All sorts of cranky people were continudly coming and going a Eddi€'s to see the mediumistic
phenomena, and it only struck me on seeing this eccentric lady that this was but one more of the
sort. Pausing on the doorsill, | whispered to Kappes, " Good gracious! Look at that specimen,
will you. " | went straight across into the seat opposite her to indulge my favorite habit of
character study. The two ladies conversed in French, making remarks of no consequence, but |
saw at once from her accent and fluency of speech that, if not a Parisan, she must at least be a
finished French scholar. Dinner over, the two went outside the house and Madame Blavatsky
rolled hersdf acigarette, for which | gave her alight as a pretext to enter into conversation. My
remark having been made in French, we fell a once into talk in that language. She asked me
how long | had been there and what | thought of the phenomena; saying that she herself was
greatly interested in such things, and had been drawn to Chittenden by reading the lettersin the
Daily Graphic: the public were growing o interested in these that it was sometimes impossible
to find a copy of the paper on the bookstalls an hour after publication, and she had paid adollar
for acopy of thelast issue. " | hesitated before coming here, " she said, " because | was afraid
of meeting that Colond Olcott. " " Why should you be afraid of him, Madame?" | rgoined. "
Oh! Because | fear he might write about mein his paper. " | told her that she might make
hersdf perfectly easy on that score, for | felt sure Colone Olcott could not mention her in his
letters unless she wished it. And | introduced mysdf. We became friends a once. Each of us
fet asif we were of the same socid world, cosmopoalitans, free-thinkers, and in closer touch
than the rest of the company, intelligent and very worthy as some of them were. It wasthe
voice of common sympathy with the higher occult Sde of man and nature; the atraction of soul
to soul, not that of sex to sex. Neither then, a the commencement, nor ever afterwards had
ether of usthe sense of the other being of the opposte sex. We were Smply chums, so
regarded each other, so called each other. Some base people from time to time, dared to
suggest that a closer tie bound uss together, as they had that that poor, malformed, persecuted



H.P.B. had been the migtress of various other men, but no pure person could hold to such an
opinion after passing any time in her company, and seeing how her every look, word, and action
proclaimed her sexlessness.

Strolling dong with my new acquaintance, we tak together about the Eddy phenomenaand
those of other lands. 1 found she had been a grest traveler and seen many occult things and
adepts in occult science, but at first she did not give me any hint as to the existence of the
Himalayan Sages or of her own powers. She spoke of the materidistic tendency of American
Spiritudism, which was a sort of debauch of phenomena accompanied by comparative
indifference to philosophy. Her manner was gracious and captivating, her criticisams upon men
and things origind and witty. She was particularly interested in drawing me out asto my own
ideas about spiritud things and expressed pleasure in finding that | had indinctively thought aong
the occult lines which she herself had pursued. It was not as an Eastern mystic, but rather asa
refined Spirituaist that she talked. For my part | knew nothing then, or next to nothing, about
Eastern philosophy, and at first she kept sllent on that subject.

The seances of William Eddy, the chief medium of the family, were held every evening in alarge
updtairs hdl, in awing of the house, over the dining room and kitchen. He and a brother,
Horatio, were hard-working farmers, Horatio attending to the outdoor duties, and William,
since vigitors came pouring in upon them from dl parts of the United States, doing the cooking
for the household. They were poor, ill-educated, and prejudiced--sometimes surly to their
unbidden guests. At the farther end of the séance hal the degp chimney from the kitchen below
passed through to the roof. Between it and the north wall was a narrow closet of the same
width as the depth of the chimney, two feet seven inches, in which William Eddy would seat
himsdlf to wait for the phenomena. He had no seeming control over them, but merdly sat and
waited for them to sporadically occur. A blanket being hung across the doorway, the closet
would be in perfect darkness. Shortly after William had entered the cabinet, the blanket would
be pulled asde and forth would step some figure of a dead man, woman or child--an animate
statue so to say--temporarily solid and substantiad, but the next minute resolved back into
nothingness or invighility. They would occasondly dissolve awvay while on full view of the

spectators.

Up to the time of H.P.B's gppearance on the scene, the figures which had shown themselves
were either Red Indians, or Americans or Europeans akin to vistors. But on the first evening of
her stay spooks of other nationdities came before us. There was a Georgian servant boy from
the Caucasus, aMudim merchant from Tiflis; a Russan peasant girl, and others. Another
evening there appeared a Kourdish cavdier armed with scimitar, pistols, and lance; a hideoudy
ugly and devilish-looking Negro sorcerer from Africa, wearing a coronet composed of four
horns of the oryx with bells at their tips, atached to an embroidered, highly colored fillet which
was tied around his head; and a European gentleman wearing the cross and collar of St. Anne,
who was recognised by Madame Blavatsky as her uncle. The advent of such figuresin the
seance room of those poor, amogt illiterate Vermont farmers, who had neither the money to
buy thegtrica properties, the experience to employ such if they had had them, nor the room



where they could have availed of them, wasto every eyewitness a convincing proof that the
gpparitions were genuine. At the same time they show that a strange attraction to call out these
images from what Agatics cdl the Kama- Loka attended Madame Blavatsky. It waslong
afterwards that | was informed that she had evoked them by her own devel oped and masterful
power. Sheeven affirmsthefact inawrittennote, to T. S Scrapbook, Vol. 1, appended to
acutting from the (London) Spiritualist of January, 1875.

While she was a Chittenden she told me many incidents of her past life, among others, her
having been present as a volunteer, with anumber of other European ladies, with Garibadi at
the bloody battle of Mentana. In proof of her story she showed me where her left arm had
been broken into places by a sabre stroke, and made me fed in her right shoulder a musket
bullet ill embedded in the muscle, and another in her leg. She dso showed me a scar just
below the heart where she had been stabbed with a stiletto. This wound reopened alittle while
she was a Chittenden, and it was to consult me about it that she was led to show it to me. She
told me many curious tales of peril and adventure, anong them the story of the phantom African
sorcerer with the oryx-horn coronet, whom she had seen in life doing phenomenain Upper
Egypt, many years before.

H.P.B. tried to best to make me suspect the vaue of William Eddy's phenomena as proofs of
the intelligent control of the medium by spirits; tdling me that, if genuine, they must be the double
of the medium escaping from his body and clothing itsalf with other gppearances; but | did not
believe her. | contended that the forms were of two great diversties of height, bulk, and
appearance to be amasquerade of William Eddy; they must be what they seemed, viz., the
spirits of the dead. Our disputes were quite warm on occasions, for at thet time | had not gone
deep enough into the question of the plastic nature of the human double to see the force of her
hints, while of the Eastern theory of Mayall did not know itsleast iota. The result, however,
was, and she told me, to convince her of my disposition to accept nothing on trust and to cling
pertinacioudy to such facts as| had, or thought | had acquired. We became great friends day-
by-day, and by the time she was ready to leave Chittenden she had accepted from me the
nickname" Jack, " and so signed hersdlf in her letters to me from New York. When we parted
it was as good friends likely to continue the acquai ntance thus pleasantly begun.

In November, 1874, when my researches were finished, | returned to New York and called
upon her at her lodgings at 16 Irving Place, where she gave me some séances of table-tipping
and rgpping, spelling out messages of sorts, principaly from an Invisble intdligence cdling itsdlf
" John King." This pseudonym is one that has been familiar to frequenters of mediumigtic
seances be these forty years padt, dl theworld. 1t wasfirst heard of in 1850, inthe " spirit
room " of Jonathan Koons, of Ohio, where it pretended to be aruler of atribe or tribes of
spirits. Later on, it said it was the earth-haunting soul of Sir Henry Morgan, the famous
buccaneer, and as such it introduced itsalf to me. It showed its face and turban-wrapped head
to me at Philaddphia, during the course of my investigations of the Holmes mediums, in
association with the late respected Robert Dale Owen, Genera F. J. been Lippett and Madame
Blavatsky (vide People From The Other World, Part 2. ), and both spoke and wrote to me,



the latter frequently. It had a quaint handwriting, and used queer old English expressions. |
thought it a veritable John King then, for its persondity had been as convincingly proved to me,

| fancy, as anybody could have asked. But now, after seeing what H.P.B. could do in the way
aproducing mayavic (i.e., hypnatic) illusons and in the control of elementals, | am persuaded
that " John King" then a humbugging elementa, worked by her like a marionette and used asa
help toward my education. Understand me, the phenomena were red, but there were done by
no disincarnate human spirit. Since writing the above, in fact, | have found the proof, in her own
handwriting, pasted in our back Scrapbook, Vol 1

She kept up the illusion for months--just how many | cannot recollect at this distance of time--
and | saw numbers of phenomena done as dleged by John King--as, for example, the whole
remarkable series at the Philadel phia residence of the Holmeses and that of H.P.B. hersdlf,
above referred to. He was firgt, John King, an independent personality, then John King,
messenger and servant--never the equal--of living adepts, and findly an eementa pure and
sample, employed by H.P.B. and certain other expert in the doing of wonders.

It is usdlessto deny that, throughout the early part of her American residence, she called herself
a Spiritudis and warmly defended Spiritualism and its mediums from their scioligtic and other
bitter but traducers. Her letters and articles in various American and English journals contain
many evidences of her occupying that position. Among other examples, | was Smply quote to
thefallowing:

" Asitis, | have only done my duty; firg, toward Spiritualism, that | have defended aswell as|
could from the attacks of imposture under the too transparent mask of science; then towards
two helpless, dandered mediums. . . But | am obliged to confessthat | redly do not believein
having done any good--to Spiritudism itsdf. . . . Itiswith aprofound sadnessin my heart that |
acknowledge thisfact, for | begin to think thereis no help for it. For over fifteen years havel
fought my bettle for the blessed truth; have traveled and preached it--though | never was born
for alecturer--from the snow-covered tops of the Caucasan Mountains, aswell as from the
sandy vdleys of the Nile. | have proved the truth of it practically and by persuasion. For the
sake of Spiritudism | have left my home, and easy life amongst a civilized society, and have
become a wanderer upon the face of the earth. | had aready seen my hopes redized, beyond
my most sanguine expectations, when my unlucky star brought meto America. Knowing this
country to be the cradle of modern Spiritudism, | came over here from France with fedlings not
unlike those about Mohammadan approaching the birthplace of his Prophet, " etc. etc. (letter of
H.P.B. to the be back of December 13, 1874.)

Thetwo " hdpless mediums" dluded to were the Holmeses, of whose mora qudity | have
aways had the poorest opinion. Yet, in H.P.B's presence | witnessed, under my own test
conditions, along with the late Robert Dae Owen and Generd Lippett, a series of most
convincing and satisfactory mediumistic phenomena. | haf suspected then that the power that
produce them came from H.P.B. , and that if the Holmeses alone had been concerned, | should
either have seen tricks or nothing. Now in hunting over the old scrgp-books, | find in H.P.B's
MSS the following memorandum, which she evidently meant to be published after her deeth:



" Important Note

Yes, | am sorry to say that | had to identify myself, during that shameful exposure of the
Holmes mediums, with the Spiritudigts. | had to save the Situation, for | was sent from
Paristo America on purpose to prove the phenomena and the reality, and show
the fallacy of the spiritualistic theory of spirits. But how could | do best?| did not
want people at large to know that | could produce the same things that will. | had
received orders to the contrary, and yet | had to keep dive the redity, the genuineness
and possibility of such phenomena, in the hearts of those who from Materidists had
turned Spiritudist, but now, owing to the exposure of severd mediums, fell back again,
returned to their kepticism. Thisiswhy, sdecting afew of the faithful, | went to the
Holmeses, and, helped by M. and his power, brought out the faces of John King and
Katie King from the Adtrd Light, produced the phenomena of materidizations, and
dlowed the Spiritudigts & large to believe it was done through the medium of Mrs.
Holmes. She wasterribly frightened hersdlf, for she knew that this once the gpparition
wasred. Did | dowrong? Theworld isnot prepared yet to understand the philosophy
of Occult Science; |et them firg assure themsdlves thet there are beingsin an invisble
world, whether "Spiri's" of the dead or eementals, and that there are hidden powersin
man which are capable of making agod of him on earth.

" When | am dead and gone people will, perhaps, appreciate my disinterested motives.

| have pledged my word to help people on the Truth while living, and I'll keep my word.
That them abuse and revile me; that some call me amedium and Spiritudigt, othersan
impostor. The day will come when pogterity will learn to know me better. Oh, poor,
foolish, credulous, wicked world! *

The whole thing is here made plain: the Spirituaism she was sent to America to profess and
ultimately bring to replace the cruder Western mediumism, with Eastern Spiritualism, or Brahma
Vidya TheWest not being prepared to accept it, her first assgned work was to defend the

red phenomenaof the " circle" from that prgudiced and militant enemy of soiritud belief--
materididtic, sciolistic, physica science, with its votaries and leaders. The one necessary thing
for the age was to check materidistic scepticiam and strengthen the spiritud bads of the rdigious
yearning. Therefore, the battle being joined, she took her stand beside the American
Spiritudigts, and for the moment made common cause with them. Yes, posterity will do her
judtice.

| wish | could recdl to memory the first phenomena done by her confessedly by an exercise of
her own willpower, but | cannot. It must have been just after she began writing 1sis Unveiled
and possibly it was the following: After leaving 16 Irving Place and making avist to friendsin
the country, she occupied rooms for atime in another house in Irving Place, afew doors from
the Lotos Club and on the same sSide of the dtreet. It wastherethat, later, the informal gathering
of friends was held a which | proposed the formation of what afterwards became the



Theosophica Society. Among her calerswas an Itdian artist, a Signor B., formerly a
Corbonaro. | was stting aone with her in her drawing room when he made hisfirg vist. They
talked of Itdian affairs, and he suddenly pronounced the name of one of the greatest of the
adepts. She started as if she had received an eectric shock; looked him straight in the eyes and
sad (inltdian) " What isit? | anready. " He passed it off cardesdy, but thenceforward the
talk was dl about Magic, Magicians, and Adepts. Signor B. went and opened one of the
French windows, made some beckoning passes toward the outer air, and presently a pure white
butterfly came into the room and went flying about near the ceiling. It H.P.B. laughed in a
cheerful way and said: " That is pretty, but | can dso doit! " She, too, opened the window,
made smilar beckoning passes, and presently a second white butterfly came fluttering in. It
mounted to the celling, chased the other around the room, played with it now and then, with it
flew into a corner, and, presto! Both disappeared at once while we were looking at them.
"What does that mean?" | asked. " Only this, that Sgnor B. can make an eementa turn itsalf
into a butterfly, and so can I. " The insects were not redl but illusonary ones.

| recdl other instances of her control of eementas or, as Hindus would term it, Y akshini Vidya
An early oneisthe following: on acold winter's night, when severd inches of snow lay upon the
ground, she and | were working upon her book until alate hour a her roomsin thirty-fourth
Street. | had eaten some sdtish food for dinner, and at about 1:00 am., feding very thirsty sad
to her: "Would it not be nice to have some hothouse grapes?” " So it would, " shereplied, " let
ushave some. " " But the shops have been closed for hours, and we can buy none, " | said. "
No maiter, we shdl have them, dl the same, " was her reply. ™ But how?" " | will show you, if
you will just turn down that gas-light on the table in front of us." | turned the cock and
unintentionally so far around as to extinguish the fire. " Y ou need not have done that, " she said.
" | only wanted you to make the light dim. However, light it again quickly. " A box of matches
laid just a hand, and in amoment | had relit the lamp. " See! " She exclamed, pointing to a
hanging bookshelf on the wall before us. To my amazement there hung from the knobs at the
two ends of one of the shelves two large bunches of ripe black Hamburgh grapes, which we
proceeded to eat. To my question as to the agency employed, she said it was done by certain
elementals under her control, and twice later on, when we were living in the so-cdled ™
Lamasary, " she repeated the phenomenon of bringing fruits for our refreshment while at work
onlss.

Little by little, H.P.B let me know of the existence of Eastern Adepts and their powers, and
gave me by a multitude of phenomena the proofs of her own control over the occult forces of
nature. At firg, as| remarked, she ascribed them to " John King, " and it was through his
dleged friendliness that | first came into personal correspondence with the Masters. Many of
their letters | have preserved, with my own endorsement of the dates of their reception. For
years, and until shortly before | left New Y ork for India, | was connected in pupilage with the
African section of the Occult Brotherhood; but, later, when a certain wonderful psycho-
physiologica changes happened to H.P.B. that | am not at liberty to speak about, and that
nobody has up to the present suspected, athough enjoying her intimacy and the full confidence,
asthey fancy, | was transferred to the Indian section and a different group of Masters. For, it



may be stated, thereis and ever was but one dtruistic dliance, or fraternity, of these Elder
Brothers of humanity, the world over; but it is divided into sections according to the needs of the
human race in its successve stages of evolution. In one age the foca center of thisworld-
helping force will be in one place, in another esewhere. Unseen, and suspected as the vivifying
gpiritud currents of the Akash, yet as indispensable for the piritual welfare of mankind, their
combined divine energy is maintained from age to age and forever refreshes the pilgrim of earth,
who struggles on towards the divine redlity. The sceptic denies the existence of these Adepts
because he has not seen or talked with them, nor read the history of their visible intermeddling in
nationa events. But their being has been known to thousands of sdlf-illuminate mystics and
philanthropists in succeeding generations, whose purified souls have lifted them up out of the
muck of physcd into the brightness of spiritual consciousness; and a many epochs they have
come into persona relations with the persons who are devoting or inclined to devote themsdves
to dtruistic labor for bringing about the brotherhood of mankind. Some of this class, very
humble and gpparently very unworthy--like us leaders of the Theosophica Society Movement--
have been blessed with their sympathy and partaken of their ingtruction. Some, like Damodar
and H.P.B, have firgt seen them in visons while young; some have encountered them under
drange guisesin most unlikely places; | was introduced to them by H.P.B. through the agency
that my previous experiences would make most comprehensible, a pretended medium-
overshadowing " spirit. " John King brought four of the Masters to my attention, of whom one
was a Copt, one a representative of the neo-Platonist Alexandrian school, one--avery high one,
amaster of the Magters, so say--a Venetian, and one an English philosopher, gone from men
sght, yet not dead. Thefirgt of these became my first Guru, and a stern disciplinarian he was,
indeed a man of splendid mascuinity of character .

Intime | came to know from themsalvesthat H.P.B. was afaithful servant of theirs, though her
peculiar temperament and idiosyncrasies made her too antipathetic to some of them to permit of
their working with her. Thiswill not seem srange if one remembers that each individua man,
whether adept or laic, has evolved dong a particular ray of the Logos, and isin spiritua
sympathy with his associate souls of that Ray, and may be in antagonism, on this physicd plane,
with entities of another ray when cloaked in flesh. Thisis possbly the ultima ratio of what is
caled magnetic, auric, or psychicd sympathy and antipathy. Whatever the reason may be some
of the Masters could not and did not work with H.P.B. Severa did, among them some whose
names have never as yet been given out, but whom | had much intercourse with in those early
years of the Theosophica Society Movement.

Among other things about hersdf H.P.B. told me, when | had got dong the far enough to know
of the Brotherhood and her relations with it, that she had come to Paris the previous year

(1873) intending to settle down for some time under the protection of ardative of hers, resding
in the Rue de I'Université when she received from the " Brother's" a peremptory order to go to
New York to await further orders.

The next day she had sailed with little more than money enough to pay her passage. She wrote
to her father for funds to be sent her in care of the Russan Consul in New Y ork, but this could



not arrive for some time, and as the Consul refused her aloan, she had to set up to work to
earn her daily bread. She told me she had taken lodgingsin one of the poorest quartersin New
Y ork--Madison St.--and supported hersdf by making cravats or artificid flowers--1 forget
which now--for a kind-hearted Hebrew shop-keeper. She dways spoke to me with gratitude
about thislittle man. Asyet she had received no intimation as to the future, it was a sedled
book. But the following year, in October 1874, she was ordered to go to Chittenden and find
the man who, asit turned out, was to be her future colleague in a great work--mysdf.

Her intimate friends will recollect her telling the story about her sudden departure under orders
from Paristo New York. Mr. Sinnett mentionsit in his Incidents in the Life of Mme
Blavatsky (page 175), and it has been e sawhere published. But these acquaintances had it
from her later on, and enemies may say it was an afterthought of hers, afasehood concocted to
fitin with alittle farce she subsequently invented. Accident, however,--if it be an accident--has
just now, while I am writing these pages, brought me a vauable bit of corroborative proof. We
have had staying a Adyar an American lady, Miss Anna Bdlard, aveteran journdig, alife
member of the New Y ork Press Club, who, in the course of professona duty, met H.P.B. in
the first week after her arrival a York. Inthe course of conversation, amid a variety of less
important facts, Ms. Balard casudly mentioned to me two, that | at once begged her to put in
writing, viz. " That H.P.B., whom she found living in a squdid lodging-house, said that she had
suddenly and unexpectedly |eft Paris at one day's notice, and, secondly, that she had visited
Tibet. HereisMs. Bdlard's own verson of the affair:

" Adyar, January 17, 1892

"Dear Colonel Olcott:--my acgquaintanceship with the Mme. Blavatsky dates even
further back than you suppose. | met her in July 1873, at New Y ork, not more than a
week after she landed. | was then areporter on the staff of the New York Sun, and
had been detailed to write an article on a Russian subject. In the course of my search
after factsthe arrival of this Russan lady was reported to me by afriend, and | caled
upon her; thus beginning an acquaintance thet lasted severd years. At our fird interview
she told me she had had no idea of leaving Paris for America until the very evening
before she sailed, but why she came or who hurried her off she did not say. |
remember perfectly well her saying with an air of exultation, " | have beenin Tibet."
Why she should think that a great matter, more remarkable than any other of the travels
in Egypt, India, and other countries she told me about, | could not make out, but she
sad it with specia emphasis and animation. 1 now know, of course, whét it means.
AnnaBdlad"

Unless prepared to concede to H.P.B. the power of foreseeing that | should be getting this
written statement from Miss Balard in India, nineteen years later, the fair-minded reader will
admit that the statements she made to her first friend in New Y ork, in 1873, strongly
corroborate the assertions she has ever snce made to alarge number of people about the two
most important incidence in the history of her connection with the Theosophica movement, ()



her preparation in Tibet, and (b) her journey to Americain search of the person whose karma
linked him to her as the co-agent to st this socid wave in motion.

She made an abortive atempt to found a sort of spirituad society in Cairo, in 1871 (vide
Peebles, Around The World, page 215, and Sinnett's Incidents In The Life Of Mme
Blavatsky, page 158), upon a basis of phenomena. Not having the right persons to organize
and direct it, it was alamentable fiasco and brought upon her much ridicule. Y et the magical
phenomena she wrought with the help of the self-same Copt and another adept whom |
subsequently came into relations with, were most startling.! It was apparently a reckless waste
of psychic energy, and indicated anything but either persond infalibility or divine guidance. |
could never understand it. And as regards the Theosophica Society every circumstance tends
to show that it has been agradua evolution, controlled by circumstances and the resultant of
opposite forces, now running into smooth, now into rough grooves, and prosperous or checked
proportionately with the wisdom or un-wisdom of its management. The generd direction has
aways been kept, its guiding motive ever identica, but its program has been varioudy modified,
enlarged, and improved as our knowledge increased and experience from time to time
suggested. All things show me that the movement as such was planned out beforehand by the
watching Sages, but dl details were left for usto conquer as best we might. If we had failed,
others would have had the chance thet fell to our karma, as| fell heir to the wasted chances of
her Cairo group in 1871. Speaking of growth of knowledge, | can look back and trace a

!See an articlein Frank Leslie's popular magazine for February 1892, illustrated by mendacious engravings,
yet containing afew facts along with much falsehood. The author, Dr. A. L. Rawson, mentions the Cairo
failure of the" attempt to form a Society for Occult research, " and saysthat " Paulos Metamon, a celebrated
Coptic Magician, who had several very curious books full of astrological formulas, magical incantations and
horoscopes which he delighted in showing his visitors, after a proper introduction " advised the delay. Dr.
Rawson says that she (H.P.B.) had told the Countess Kazinoff " that she had solved at |east one of the
mysteries of Egypt, andproved it by letting alive serpent loose from a bag she had concealed in the folds of
her dress. " From an eyewitness | had it that while H.P.B. wasin Cairo the most extraordinary phenomena
would occur in any room she might be sitting in; for example, the table lamp would quit its place on one table
and pass through the air to another, just asif carried to some one's hand; the same mysterious Copt would
suddenly vanish from the sofawhere he was sitting, and many such marvels. Miracles no longer, since we
have had the scientists prove to us the possibility of inhibition of the senses of sight, hearing, touch, and
smell by mere hypnotic suggestion. Undoubtedly this inhibition was provoked in the company present,
who were made to see the Copt vanish, and the lamp moving through space, but not the person whose hand
was carrying it. It waswhat H.P.B. called a" psychological trick, " yet al the same afact and one moment to
science. Scientists attest the fact of inhibition yet confessignorance astoitsrationale. " How "--say Drs.
Binet and Féré, in their celebrated work Le Magnétisme Animal-has the experimentalist produced this
curious phenomenon? We know nothing about it. We only grasp the external fact, to know that when one
affirmsto a sensitive subject that an object present does not exist, this suggestion has the effect, direct or
indirect, to dig in the brain of the hypnotic an anesthesia corresponding to the designated object. But what
happens between the verbal affirmation, which isthe means, and the systematized anesthesia, which isthe
end?. .. Herethelaws of association, which are so great a help in solving psychological problems,

abandon us completely.” Poor beginners! They do not see that the inhibition is upon the astral man, and
Eastern magicians excel them in “psychological tricks” simply because they know more about psychology,
and can reach the Watcher who peers out upon the foolish world of illusion through the windows of the
body: thetelephonic nerves being inhibited, the telegraphic wires are cut, and no message passesin.



congtant enlargement of my own ideas, deeper perception of truth, and capacity to assmilate
and impart ideas. My published articles and | etters between 1875 and 1878 prove this
digtinctly. When | was a child (in Occultism) | spoke as a child; often dogméticdly, after the
fashion of comparative tyros.

| never heard anything from H.P.B. in the early days to make me think that she had the |least
intimation, until sent to Chittenden to me, about any future relationship between us in work, nor
even then that the Theosophical Society wasto be. We haveit on her own authority, as quoted
above, that she was sent from Paristo New Y ork in the interest of Spiritualism, in the best
sense of that word, and before we met she had attended séances and consorted with mediums,
but never came under public notice. In May, 1875, | was engaged in trying to organize at New
Y ork with her concurrence a private investigating committee under the title of the “Miracle
Club.” In the Scrap-book (Val. 1.) she writes about it:

“An attempt in consequence of orders received from T*B* (aMagter) through P. (an
Elementd) personating John King. Ordered to begin telling the public the truth about
the phenomenaand their mediums. And now my martyrdom will begin! | shdl have dl
the Spiritudists againgt me, in addition to the Chrigtians and Sceptics. The will, Oh M.,
be done. H.P.B.”

The plan was to keep closed doorsto al save the members of the Club, who were forbidden to
divulge even the place of meeting. “All the manifestations, including materiaizations, to occur in
the light, and without acabinet.” (Spiritual Scientist, May 19, 1876.) Taking H.P.B.’sremark
above, aswritten, it looks as though there would have been no Theosophica Society —it looks
S0, | say—if her intended medium for the Miracle Club had not utterly falled usand so
precluded my completing the organization.

| noticein Mr. Sinnett’s book the coincidence the she arrived at New Y ork on the 7" of July,
1873—that isto say on the seventh day of the seventh month of her forty-second year (6X7),
and that our meeting was postponed until | should have attained my forty-second year. And, to
anticipate, it must dso be remarked that she died in the seventh month of the seventeenth year
of our Theosophicd rdaionship. Add to thisthe further fact, recently published by mein the
Theosophist, that Mrs. Annie Besant came to H.P.B. as an gpplicant for membership in the
seventh month of the seventeenth year after her find withdrawa from the Christian communion,
and we have here a pretty set of coincidencesto bear in mind.



